
 

We ask your close attention to the following rules. Everything in this section is considered binding for all 

groups, and penalties have been attached for violation of the various rules. Any questions concerning 

the interpretation of these rules must be clarified by contacting the contest director prior to the day of 

the contest. 

1. This competition is by the classification based on choir size grades 6-12 and excludes vocational 

students who attend a separate vocational school. Divisions and classes are as follows: 

Large Mixed Division Small Mixed Division Unisex Division  Middle School Division 
Class A   Class A 
Class B   Class B 
 
**Assignment of divisions and classes is automatically determined based upon the number of schools 

attending. 

2. All performers must be enrolled students of the participating high school as attested to by the 

principal in the certification form. 

3. The director must be an employed music educator of the participating school. 

4. Choirs are free to present any type of performance they wish. There is no minimum number of songs 

a group must perform. Music need not be provided for the adjudicators. 

5. Directors may be on stage with the choir. They may direct or play an instrument, but they may not 

sing any time during the performance. 

6. Any type of live instrumental accompaniment may be used. This is judged as an integral part of the 

group’s performance. Synthesizer sequencing is allowed. Only the instrumental groups with a full 

student will be able to compete for the Overall Band award.  A full-student band may contain one 

additional adult (plus the director) and still be eligible for this award.  Tape accompaniment will be 

allowed. If a school uses tape accompaniment, they will receive a 6 from each judge in that category. All-

adult bands may be permitted, but must have gained permission beforehand, and that group will not 

qualify for the best band award. 

7. One stage crew member, the director, and instrumentalists may be on stage prior to the 

announcement of the group by the contest emcee to assist with Rhythm in Red stage crew for the 

purpose of presetting the CMHS provided equipment. Instrumentalists may tune at this time. No taping 

of the stage floor is permitted unless it is done during your allotted time of 25 minutes and removed 

within that time. The center of the stage will already be clearly indicated. 
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8. Choirs are allotted 25 minutes on the performing stage. This includes set-up, performance and tear 

down/clearing the performance area. Time begins as soon as any member of the performing group 

steps onto the stage and crosses the performance line. This excludes aforementioned one designated 

stage crew member, director, and instrumentalists. Time will stop when the stage is set, and the 

announcement of your show choir is being made by the emcee. Timing will begin again when any part of 

the performance begins, or immediately after the emcee completes the announcement. Official timing 

ends when the last member of the group, including stage crew, director, and instrumentalists step off 

the stage and all equipment has exited the stage. Adults may help setup and tear down, but they cannot 

be on the stage or help during the performance. A five-point penalty will be applied per each thirty 

seconds exceeded past the allotted 25 minutes. 

9. Special lighting will be granted if presented to the contest chairman two weeks before the event date.  

Special lighting must be within the ability of the provided equipment. 

10. The use of fire on the stage, in any form, is strictly forbidden.  This is for the safety of all performers 

and members of the audience. 

11. Special effects that obstruct the effective performance of the following groups, as determined by a 

contest official, are forbidden.  Any question regarding the use of special effects should be directed to 

the contest official. 

12. Any damage or destruction of facilities or equipment by any student will result in disqualification of 

that student’s group from the contest.  Additionally, that group will be barred from further Cabell 

Midland Rhythm in Red events for a period of three years.  

13. Recording of performances is strictly prohibited.  This includes all forms of pictures, video, and audio 

recordings.  Failure by a group’s member or fan (parent, etc.) to abide by this rule will result in that 

member’s expulsion from the event. 

14. The top 4 Large-Mixed groups will advance into Large-Mixed Finals and top 3 Small-Mixed groups 

will advance into Small-Mixed Finals regardless of class. In the event of a tie for the Overall Grand 

Champion in either Finals Division, the tie will be broken based on the composite vocal score for the 

final round. If the vocal score is tied, all judges will confer and select the Grand Champion by vote. 

15.  This event adjudicates vocal, visual, and instrumental separately.  There shall be two vocal judges, 

two visual judges, and one instrumental judge.  The same judges will adjudicate the final round.  

Additionally, there will be a best performer judge for the preliminary round. 


